
Case study/Stories at village level 
Water crisis has caused stomach ache and disorder 

Apewotneki ‘A’ Village is located in Wirao parish, Aber sub county, Oyam district and has 
a population of 557 (276 Females,281 Males) people. The community members within 
the village has been suffering because of shortage of safe and clean water for a very long 
time. Apparently, the community members are taking water from unprotect open well 
which often gets contaminated once it rains. The nearby borehole is about 3km away and 
people are always overcrowded, struggling and fighting for water and the borehole is 
being used by the school as well.  

During rainy season, the community members always complained of stomach ache and 
diarrhea. This often affected the social economic status of the community as they spend 
much time and money in treating the disease. In order to solve the above problem, some 
community member have resorted to travelling long distance looking for safe and clean 
water for drinking. However, other disadvantage homes such Persons with Disabilities 
(PWDs) and Elderly have no option apart from taking water from unprotected source 
because of challenges in travelling long distance looking for safe water. 

Clean and safe water construction is the only option that can be done in order to reduce 
and avert this recurring condition in Apewotneki ‘A’ village. Community needs to be 
sensitized on the management and maintenance of clean and water, good hygiene and 
sanitation practices.  

  

Figure 1: Photos of the unprotected well being used by the community member of 
Apewotneki A village, Wirao parish, Aber sub county, Oyam district.  

 



Case study/Stories at Household level 
A five years old child died in an open well 

Opyelkene-wigot is one the village located in Adyegi parish Aber sub county, oyam district 
and it has total household of about 104 with a population of 577 (290 males, 287 Females) 
people. It is one of the villages that has been hit by water crisis for a very long time.  

Bosco Bua a 35 years old father is one of the family members hit by water crisis in the 
area and because of shortage of clean and safe water, the community members have 
resorted to digging a very deep hole near the swampy areas in search for clean water. 
During rainy season, the community members also complained of stomach ache and 
diarrhea. This often affected the social economic status of the community as they spend 
much time and money in treating the disease. 

In May 2018, a five years old daughter belonging to Bosco Bua perished into one of the 
holes dug in search for water. The child went to fetch the water but accidentally she slid 
and felt into the hole and since she was alone, she cried for help and unfortunately, she 
died on spot as there was no one to help.  

The community has a borehole whose break-down is very frequent and the cost of repair 
is beyond the management of the community. The last breakdown was on April 2019 and 
up to date the borehole has been non-functional. To solve this problem of water crisis and 
other associated impacts, the borehole needs a major rehabilitation since the cost of 
repair is beyond the management of the community.  

 
 Figure 2: Open well where the community members of opyelkene-wigot are 
fetching water from; a type of hole where a five years old child perished  

 



CASE STUDY/STORIES AT VILLAGE LEVEL 
Long queue time at Aboloneno borehole 

Aboloneno village is located at Amwa parish, Myene sub county, Oyam district. It has a 
total population of 406 (Males = 198, Females = 208) people that are living in 84 
households. However, the main challenge of Aboloneno village is water shortage 
because only one borehole exists in the village 

As a result of this challenge 
Aboloneno village community 
are being faced by the 
followings; 

There is time wasting in an 
attempt to fetch water due to 
overcrowding thus retarding 
economic activities at 
household level hence a 
decline in household income. 
Also, in the morning before 
going to school children spent 
much time fetching water and 
eventually, they end up not 
going to school hence leading 
to poor performance at 

schools and some children even end up dropping out of school.  

Community convene a meeting to discuss water, sanitation and Hygiene related problems 
and to see way forward to their problems and placed a request to the sub county, all their 
hope was in vain because of Limited funding to construct more Boreholes in the village. 
However, through the support of sub county, the borehole in Aboloneno village was put 
in the planning for major rehabilitation   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Figure 1:Aboloneno borehole with long queue time 



CASE STUDY / STORIES AT HOUSEHOLD LEVEL 
A ten years old girl died in an open well 

Pogo village is one of the villages located in Acimi parish, Myene sub county, Oyam 
District. It is one of the villages that an incident leading to death of a ten years old child 
while on the struggle to fetct water from an open well, the only open well the entire village 
was relying on for drinking after a borehole broke down. 

Angom Jannet 31 years old, married to one Okello George 35 years old and lasted in 
marriage for 17 years with 7 children, 2 children are between the age of 18 to 25 years ,3 
children are between the age of 6 to 17 years and 2 children are under five years. Angom 
and Okello narrated the story about the death of their ten years old daughter. Angom 
Janet while expressing her disappointment because of water crisis in the village in 2015, 
she said ‘we lost a 10 years old girl child who went to fetch water from the hand dug well 
and as she was scooping water from the hand dug well she felt into the well with  her 
head down and legs up and died instantly.’ The incident was a regrettable moment and 
stuck in the mind of people and they fear sending children to fetch water. Adding to this 
are the case of diarrhea and stomach pain which has been rampant in the village thus 
leading to a lot of money spent for treatment. 

The community had a broken-down borehole in the village and besides all efforts made 
to raise Operation and Maintenance fee, the biggest challenge was to that break down 
was beyond the management of the community hence the borehole requires a major 
rehabilitation which cannot now be managed by the community. 

  

Open well in Pogo village where a ten years old girl died as she was fetching water 

 

 


